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SUMMARY: 

April 21st 1828, letter from Rev George Gregory to Rev George Pellew, Dean at 

D & C about changing his lease terms of leasing to the tenants from lives to 

years, the woods to have a regular mode of felling with so many saplings per 

acre, the D & C not to grant Leign with a right to take frith & stakes in the 

Manor woods or go into the woods for any other purpose – this will put Leign 

on an equal footing to the other tenancies.  

Great Doccombe, Walsland , Chapple, North Doccombe, South Kingwell, 

Broomhill Bath, The Mills, Ducksmoor are not worth anything to him {? fines 

etc presumably}. 

He rents Coombe, Cossick & Smallridge at a greater rent than they produce. 

Harcourt, North Kingwell, Stacombe, Black Marsh are in hand & produce little 

more than £100 a year. {Does he mean in fines or farming profit?}.  

Some tenancies do not produce an income for him as he has no fines as an old 

man may marry a young woman giving her a widowhood  so he may not make 1 

shilling profit. 

He has told Mr Barnes that he will give £500 for the renewal of the lease at the 

end of 14 years of his present lease. 

He has just begun to take down 2 cottages & has bought timber to build 4 

cottages {i.e. Long Buildings/Springwood} which will improve the look of the 

village & accommodation {i.e. Gregory Arms/Manor Cottage} for the public. 

Outsde:   The Hon. V[ery]. Rev[eren]d George Pellew  Precincts  Canterbury 

Mr Gregory Respecting Doccombe adding another life to his first Proposal     

No 4 

Inside: 

Dunsford April 21st 1828 

My Dear Sir 

I doubt not you have been surprised at  

my not communicating with you respecting Doccombe 

it was the 15 Jan[uar]y when we met and on the 17th the Gout 

came on again & I was not able to stand or hold 

a Pen for seven week and up to this time can 
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not walk any distance. Mr Barnes and myself 

have had two meeting last week, and it appears to me 

that difficulties meet us at every point.  Mr Barnes 

says you cannot grant a lease for lifes[sic] unless I 

surrender the present holdings which is impossible. 

The value of a lease for three lifes is 7200 eighteen years 

value – copies of the manor which I can grant until 1836 

are worth 8000 – a lease for 21 years with an under 

standing that 7 other years would be added without fines is 

worth 5900 so that no term of years at five percent 

is worth more than my present right as appears by 

tables. I also proposed to him to take a lease for  

three lifes with some understanding, that if either or 

all the lifes die before the expiration of the present 

Lease, a new Lease sh[oul]d be granted without fine, or the 

Lifes exchanged before 1836 without fine, and after 

1836 a life added on the death of the first life without 

remuneration in lieu of receiving 800£ the difference 

between the Lease granted, and the copies of Court role 

with widowhoods, which I can grant under the  

existing Lease – with an understanding, that I should 

at the earliest opportunity reduce the woods into a 

regular mode of felling, and reserve a given num 

ber of saplins[sic] in every acre – and that the Chapter 

should grant no Lease of Leign with a right for the 

tenant to take frith & stakes in the Manor woods or 

to enter the same for any other purpose.  This would 

in a course of years simplify the holding, and Leign and 

the other part would be held on the same terms.  

Great Doccombe, Walsland and Chapple, North Doccombe 

South Kingwell Broomhill Bath The Mills & Ducksmoor 

and to me unproductive – I rent Coombe, Cossick & 

Smalridge at a greater rent that the estates produce 

Harcourt North Kingwell Stacombe and Blackmarsh 

are in hand and produce little more than one 

hundred a year. 

It must be understood that some of this property may 

be held even for a longer time than any three 

lifes which may be named, that is, if an old 

life, sixty or seventy years hence, marry a young 

woman to give her a widowhood 

which hath occurred twice in the time that I have 

been the Lessee of the Manor, and I can with  

safety affirm that for more than [tear] 

not one shilling hath been received by me over [tear] 

what hath been expended in improving the  
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property.  I have told Mr Barnes that I will 

give five hundred pounds for a renewal at the 

end of fourteen years from the date of present lease. 

I have just begun to take down two cottages, and have 

bought timber to build four cottages, which will be a very 

great improvement to the look of the village & an accommo 

dation to the public. 

Sir 

Y[ou]r very ob[ien]t Serv[an]t  

George Gregory 

you will hear from Mr Barnes 

and if you wish me to attend 

at Canterbury write and I will be at 

[obliterated] your audit 


